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Opening General Session

John Alston
E-mail: Mary McKay at
mary@johnalston.com 

Skillfully utilizing humor and the power of
the story, John Alston is an internationally
known keynote speaker and award-winning

author who has traveled the world infusing knowledge 
and inspiration to 3 million people with his message of 
extraordinary performance. For more than 20 years, John
has been recognized as a premier presenter of keynote
speeches delivering as many as 150 presentations per
year to corporations and education organizations worldwide.

John’s trademark approach enables people, regardless of
their workstation, to transcend mediocrity by empowering
them with facts, tools, and skills to excel in the new millennium
marketplace. Ho-hum workers are transformed into insatiable
achievers as John teaches the most important skill of all–
learning to operate oneself more effectively. Morale skyrockets,
personal accountability becomes more than a buzz word,
and the bottom line is positively impacted as John lays out
principles to alter how one thinks, approaches life, and
meets goals.

Administrators’ Institute at Eagle Ridge

Michael Brustein
E-mail: mbrustein@bruman.com

Having served as an attorney advisor to
the former U.S. Department of Education
and Chief of the Adult and Vocational 
Education Branch in the Office of General

Counsel Education Division, Michael Brustein served on the
transition team to establish the U.S. Education Department.
Following the opening of the new federal department in May
of 1980, he founded his law firm with Leigh Manasevit in 1980.
Michael received his BA degree from New York University
and his Juris Doctorate from University of Connecticut
School of Law. His areas of practice focus on prevalent issues
in education from students’ rights to special education. He
is a member of several bar associations and has authored
many published works, most recently The One-Stop Guide
to the Final Workforce Investments Act Regulations in 2000.

For over 25 years, Brustein and Manasevit have worked with
all 50 states, many school districts, postsecondary institutions,
and national education organizations on issues related to
federal support of education and workforce development.
Over this period of time, Michael has been recognized as one
of the nation’s leading experts on federal grants management,
audit resolution, as well as workforce education and 
development issues. 

Closing General Session

Steve Gilliland
E-mail: Sherry Doub at 
sherry@stevegilliland.com 

Steve Gilliland, well-known author, is one of
the most in-demand and top-rated speakers
in the United States and Canada. Steve’s

motto is “If you take care of people, the business will follow.”
Implementing this principle, he has helped people grow
their organizations and expand their lives by teaching them
to rethink their work, their relationships, and themselves.
Steve launched his full-time speaking career and built a
multimillion-dollar company on the same philosophy he 
expounds to his audiences. If you continually learn more
about your organization, your industry, your customer, 
and yourself, you will always be a leader. You will be 
purpose-driven rather than process-driven, and you will
make a difference. Steve learned great compassion for
people and commitment to a hard-work and balanced-life
ethic at the knee of his highly principled Christian mother. 

Whether Steve is kicking off an event, training all day, or
closing a convention, his entertaining and interactive style
helps audiences connect and relate as he shows them how
to open doors to success in their careers, their relationships,
and their lives. They leave with a renewed sense of enthusiasm
for who they are and for what really matters. Steve is not
only a speaker who challenges people to change; he motivates
them to do so.

Conference at a Glance
Tuesday, July 22, 2008

Secondary Data Retreats and Plenary Breakout Sessions
Eagle Ridge Conference Center

Secondary Data Retreats

Plenary Breakout Sessions

Conference Registration Opens at Eagle Ridge Conference Center Lobby
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Conference Registration moves to Mayo Field House on the main Hinds Community College Campus
4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Room 8:00-10:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 12:30-1:15 p.m. 1:30-3:30 p.m. 3:45-5:45 p.m.

Room 8:00-10:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 12:30-1:15 p.m. 1:30-3:30 p.m. 3:45-5:45 p.m.

Eagle Ridge 
Auditorium

Eagle Wing
Eagle Way
Bobwhite
Mallard
Pine
Pecan
Talon

Nucor Steel
Industry Visit

Global Room

Presidential 
Dining Room

Chef’s 
Dining Room

Focus 
Computer Lab

General Session #1

Breakouts begin 

at 9:00 a.m.

Program Area room

assignments will be

announced.

General Session #2

Breakouts begin 

at 11:30 a.m.

Program Area room

assignments will be

announced.

Vans departing from
Eagle Ridge 

at 10:15 a.m.

Game Show Pro

Depth of Knowledge 

Expanding College

and Career Access

in Mississippi

E-portfolios in 

Blackboard

General Session #3

Breakouts begin 

at 2:30 p.m.

Program Area room

assignments will be

announced.

Vans departing from
Eagle Ridge 
at 1:15 p.m.

Game Show Pro

Depth of Knowledge 

Expanding College

and Career Access

in Mississippi

E-portfolios in 

Blackboard

General Session #4

Breakouts begin 

at 4:45 p.m.

Program Area room

assignments will be

announced.

Lunch on Your Own

Lunch on Your Own

Lunch on Your Own

Lunch on Your Own

Lunch on Your Own

Lunch on Your Own

Lunch on Your Own



CEU and SEMI Information 
Conference at a Glance
Wednesday, July 23, 2008

Possible CEU Credit
Tuesday

Session Hours
MAC Data Retreat Meeting 2
Industry Field Trip 2
General Breakout Sessions 2

Wednesday
Session Hours
Morning General Session 1.75
Afternoon Division Missions 5

Thursday
Session Hours
Morning (Postsecondary) 1.25
Morning (Plenary) 2
Afternoon 3

Friday
Session Hours
General Breakout Sessions 4

Total Training Hours Possible 23
Total CEUs Possible 2.3

CEU FAQs
1. Do I have to wear a name badge during the conference?

Yes. All conference participants must wear a name badge at 
all times during the conference. Name badges may be obtained
at the registration desk in Mayo Field House.

2. How will participants get credit for attending sessions?
Participants’ name badges have a unique barcode. Each 
participant attending each session will have his or her 
barcode scanned upon entry.

3. How can we be sure the scanning works?
The scanning works! A backup ticket system will also be used.
Participants will receive a page of session tickets at registration.
Tickets should be detached and placed inside the name 
badge for easy access. Tickets will be collected at the end of 
each session. Tickets are verified with the scanning report for 
each session.

4. How many CEUs will I earn for the conference?
Each participant may earn up to 2.1 CEU credits if all possible 
sessions are attended. Each CEU will be granted according to 
hours attended.

5. When will I receive my CEU certificate?
CEU certificates will be mailed to participants from the 
Research and Curriculum Unit (RCU). Please allow up to 
4 weeks mailing time.

6. Whom should I contact with CEU questions?
Please contact Dr. Marilyn Bowen at the RCU at 
marilyn.bowen@rcu.msstate.edu.
5 hours of training = 0.5 CEUs

Possible SEMI Credit
Tuesday

Session Hours
MAC Data Retreat Meeting 2
Industry Field Trip 2
General Breakout Sessions 2

Wednesday
Session Hours
Morning General Session 1.75
Afternoon Division Missions 5

Thursday
Session Hours
Morning (Postsecondary) 1.25
Morning (Plenary) 2
Afternoon 3

Friday
Session Hours
General Breakout Sessions 4

Total Training Hours Possible 23
Total Possible SEMIs 15

SEMI FAQs
1. Do I have to wear a name badge during the conference?

Yes. All conference participants must wear a name badge at 
all times during the conference. Name badges may be obtained
at the registration desk in Mayo Field House.

2. How will participants get credit for attending sessions?
Participants’ name badges have a unique barcode. Each 
participant attending each session will have his or her barcode
scanned upon entry.

3. How can we be sure the scanning works?
The scanning works! A backup ticket system will also be used.
Participants will receive a page of session tickets at registration. 
Tickets should be detached and placed inside the name badge for
easy access. Tickets will be collected at the end of each session.
Tickets are verified with the scanning report for each session.

4. How many SEMIs will I earn for the conference?
Each participant may earn up to 15 SEMI credits if all possible
sessions are attended. Each SEMI will be granted according to
exact hours attended as shown below: 
5 SEMI = 6.75 up to 12.25 hours of attendance
10 SEMI = 12.50 up to 18.50 hours of attendance
15 SEM = 18.75 up to 24.75 hours of attendance

5. When will I receive my CEU certificate?
The Research and Curriculum Unit (RCU) will verify the session
scanning reports with the ticket collection and send a SEMI 
award report to the Office of Licensure at the Mississippi 
Department of Education (MDE). MDE will then document 
participants’ records and send information. 

6. Whom should I contact with CEU questions?
Please contact Sandra Hilliard at MDE at shilliard@mde.k12.ms.us. 

Opening Session and Division Meetings

Conference Registration, Exhibit Hall, and Cyber Café at Mayo Fieldhouse
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Room 9:00-11:15 a.m. 11:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Opening General
Session

CIST Division Meeting

MAVAT Division Meeting

MTEA Division Meeting

MAWDA Division Meeting

MAVESNP Division Meeting

MASVA Division Meeting

HSTE Division Meeting

MAFCSE Division Meeting

MVCA Division Meeting

MBEA/MAME/MACVET Joint Meeting until 2:00 p.m.

MBEA Division Meeting

MACVET Division Meeting

MAME Division Meeting

MT&TEA Division Meeting 
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Postsecondary Sessions at Eagle Ridge Conference Center
Room 11:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 12:30-2:00 p.m 2:15-3:15 p.m. 3:15-5:00 p.m.

Cain-Cochran Hall
Hogg Auditorium

Vo-Tech Complex Room C-100A

FFA Center

Reeves Hall Rooms 101 and 161

Cain-Cochran Hall Room 151

Cain-Cochran Hall Room 156

Faculty Dining Room

McKenzie Arena

Cain-Cochran Hall Room 153

Cain-Cochran Hall Room 160

Reeves Hall Room 165

McClendon Library
Media Center Labs 1, 3, and 4

Moss Hall Rooms 203 and 204
Learning Center Computer Lab,
Room 200

Moss Hall Room 205
Learning Center Computer Lab,
Room 200

Reeves Hall Room 121 
Vo-Tech Complex Rooms
B103 and F102

Eagle Ridge Cafeteria

Eagle Ridge Auditorium

Eagle Way
Eagle Wing
Bobwhite
Mallard
Pine
Pecan
Talon

Eagle Ridge Dining Room

Postsecondary Boxed Lunch

Keys to Successful Postsecondary 
Grant Writing Data Retreat

General Session

Breakouts by
Program
Area 

Reception for
Administrators
6-8 p.m.



Join ACTE Today! 
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ACTE was founded in 1926, and it is the largest national organization dedicated to the advancement of education that 
prepares youth and adults for successful careers.  Our mission is to provide leadership in developing an educated, prepared,
and competitive workforce. ACTE has a diverse membership composed of more than 30,000 career and technical educators.

ACTE is committed to enhancing the job performance and satisfaction of its members; to increasing public awareness and
appreciation for career and technical programs; and to assuring growth in local, state, and federal funding for these programs
by communicating and working with legislators and government leaders.  

Belonging to your professional organization is a great way to show your support of career and technical education in Mississippi.
Following are a few other reasons to be a member of ACTE:

• ACTE staff and lobbyists work for ACTE advising Congress as to the importance of career and technical education. 
They were successful by getting the reorganization of Carl Perkins. Without the work of ACTE, much of the federal 
money that is spent for career and technical education would go to other causes.  Without federal funding, there 
would be fewer CTE programs and teaching positions at the local level. Since every CTE program uses Perkins money, 
this is actually job security.

• At the state level, MS ACTE serves somewhat the same function by working with our state legislature.

• ACTE provides an opportunity at the state, regional, and national levels for professional development.

• ACTE provides an opportunity at the state, regional, and national levels for our teachers, programs, and students to 
receive recognition and awards for outstanding service achievement.

• ACTE provides an opportunity for CTE teachers to network with other teachers in their fields. This networking allows 
teachers to develop professional associations with other teachers in Mississippi as well as in our region and nationally.

• Receiving the Techniques magazine and the Reporter

• The ability to purchase $1,000,000 worth of liability insurance for $30 per year

• ACTE provides you with a $25,000 policy for common carrier accidental death and/or dismemberment within the first 
year of membership. This policy increases $5,000 annually with continuous renewal of membership up to $50,000.

• ACTE’s online Communities of Practice helps you network with other educators who share your professional interests.

ACTE needs your support to continue to make the association a valuable asset to career and technical education. If you
are not currently a member, we hope you will decide to join and become a part of the team to help strengthen career and
technical education.

Conference at a Glance
Thursday, July 24, 2008

Administrators’ Institute at Eagle Ridge Conference Center

Conference Registration, Exhibit Hall and Cyber Café at Mayo Fieldhouse
7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Room 10:00-10:50 a.m. 11:00-11:50 a.m. 12:00-12:45 p.m. 1:00-5:00 p.m.8:30-
9:45 a.m.

9:45-
10:00 a.m.

Eagle Ridge 
Auditorium

Eagle Wing

Eagle Way

Eagle Nest

Eagle Ridge

Bobwhite

Eagle Ridge

Mallard

Eagle Ridge

Focus

Eagle Ridge

Pecan

Eagle Ridge

Talon

Eagle Ridge
Dining Room

Maximizing Business
and Industry 
Partnerships: 
Lessons from 

Workforce 
Development

Q & A with 
Michael Brustein

Office of Licensure
Update

Leadership Strategies
That Work

CTE Advisory 
Committees: Success

for Your Center

Opening
General
Session

BREAK

The Benefits and
Challenges of 

Dual Enrollment

Program Evaluations

New Secondary 
Vocational Directors

Meeting

Leadership Strategies
That Work

Teaching: Excellence
or Survival?

Phase I Pilot Site
Follow-up Training

Allied Health

Phase I Pilot Site
Follow-up Training
for Transportation,
Manufacturing, and

Construction

Phase I Pilot Site
Follow-up Training
for Marketing and

Management

Using Data to Improve Student Achievement

Administrators’
Luncheon



News You Can Use!
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50/50 Raffle 
The 50/50 Raffle is a fund-raising event for MS ACTE. Of
the money collected, half goes to the winner and half stays
with the state chapter. Tickets may be purchased for $1
each or 12 for $10. Designated board members will be
selling tickets throughout the conference. The drawing will
be at the closing general session on Friday morning. 
Participants must be present to win.

Book Voucher
Books authored by keynote speakers at the conference are
available to participants. Each participant received one book
voucher in the conference registration envelope. Please use
this voucher to claim a book of your choice at the registration/
help desk at any time during the conference. 

Cell Phones and Pagers
As a courtesy to speakers and fellow attendees, please turn
off or mute cellular phones and pagers during all conference
sessions.

CEU and SEMI Credit
SEMI and CEU credits are being offered for participation in
this year’s conference. Facilitators will be scanning name
badges as participants enter each session. Please be sure to
have your name badge ready to be scanned. As a backup
plan, tickets will also be collected at the end of each session.
These are the bar coded tickets you received at registration.
Simply tear these tickets apart, fold them, and place them
in your plastic name badge for easy access to drop in the
envelopes. See page 4 in this program for detailed 
information about CEUs and SEMIs.

Cyber Café
For your convenience, a cyber café will be available in the 
exhibitor area in Mayo Fieldhouse.

Evaluation of the Conference
At the end of each breakout or featured session, individual
evaluations will be provided to participants. Please be sure
to complete these forms and return them to the scanner at

the end of the session. If for some reason you are unable
to return the form to the scanner at the end of the session,
please turn in the evaluation forms to the registration/help
desk.
An overall conference evaluation will be provided at the
closing general session. This form will include an evaluation
of both the opening and closing keynote speakers as well as
overall aspects of the conference. Please be sure to complete
this form in its entirety and turn it in to the scanners as you
depart the Hogg Auditorium.

Exhibit Hall
Over 40 vendors will be set up in the exhibitor area in Mayo
Field House. To enter the exhibitor area, a conference name
badge must be displayed. Please see page 7 in the program
book for a complete listing of vendors.

Name Badges, Ribbons, 
and Session Tickets
Name badges must be worn for admittance to all conference
sessions, the exhibit hall, and receptions. Appropriate ribbons
should be attached to name badges. Barcodes must be
visible for scanning each session a participant attends.
Tickets received with your name badge will be used as a
backup system to the scanning. Please have these tickets
detached and ready to place in the envelopes as you leave
each session.

Meal Tickets for the Cafeteria
A representative from the Hinds Community College cafeteria
will be selling advanced meal tickets on Tuesday and
Wednesday at the registration/help desk for lunch on
Thursday.

Parking
Conference parking is available in the north parking lot.

Smoking Policy
Eagle Ridge Conference Center and the Hinds Community
College campus are smoke free. Please look for the 
signs indicating designated smoking areas outdoors.

Conference at a Glance
Thursday, July 24, 2008

Plenary Breakout Sessions/Vendor Reception 
Conference Registration, Exhibit Hall and Cyber Café at Mayo Fieldhouse 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Room

Cain-Cochran 
Hall Room 137

Cain-Cochran 
Hall Room 160

McClendon 
Library 
Media Center  
Lab #3

McClendon 
Library 
Media Center  
Lab #4

Harris 
Patrick Hall,
Room 104-B

Harris 
Patrick Hall,
Room 111-B

Cain-Cochran 
Hall Room 153

Cain-Cochran
Hall Room 147

Reeves Hall 
Room 165

Reeves Hall 
Room 161

McClendon 
Library, Media
Center Lab #1

McKenzie Arena

Technology
Coaches:

Success for
Your Center

50 Ways to
Improve 

Schools for
Under $50

UbD for the
STEM Career 

Cluster

Project Lead
the Way

Exploring
Mathematics
with TI-Nspire

Technology

Geospatial
Technology 

in Education 

Overview of
UbD and DOK

So You Want
to Be IC3

Certified?

Math in the
CTE

Classroom

Interventions
for Dropout 
Prevention

Using LAP
Modules to 

Enhance 
National 

Standards
Mississippi
Exemplary
Teaching 
Program

Teach Me To
Unwind!

UbD for 
Transportation,
Manufacturing,

and
Construction

Career Clusters

Networking
and 

Partnerships
with Industry

IC3 Module 1
Testing

CTSO Best
Practices

Rigor and
Relevance
the Tech 
Prep Way

Blogs, Wikis,
and Podcasts
in Blackboard

Award-winning
CTE Teachers
Sharing Best

Practices 

Coaching
Your Students

for Speech
Competition

Postsecondary
Curriculum

and Instruction
Updates

Marketing
Your 

Schools

IC3 Module 2
Testing

Reading in
the CTE

Classroom

Increase Your
Assets: Build-
ing Effective

Relationships

UbD for the
Health 

Sciences 
Career 
Cluster

Getting It
Right: Focusing
on Students’

Career Choices

When Practice
Meets 

Compliance:
Technology 

Accessibility
ASK 

Certification

PN Pilot 
Program

Panel 
Discussion 

Literature in
the CTE

Classroom

MS-CPAS2
Item Writing

Strategies for
Recruiting 

Students into
Non-traditional

Programs

UbD for
Human 

Sciences,
Arts, and 

Humanities

E-Portfolios 
in Bb: 

Collect.
Share. 

Reflect.

Teaching with
Passion

Involving
Craft 

Committees
in Meaningful

Ways

Crossing the
Generational

Divide: Prepar-
ing Gen Y to
Work with

Xers, Boomers,
and Matures

IC3 Module 3
Testing

Dropout 
Prevention

and CTE 
Retention

The Potential 
Impact of
Statewide 

Articulation                                                        

UbD for the
Business 
Career 
Cluster

Workforce
Readiness:
What Could
Be the Key?

Leading with
Heart

Published
Professional

Q & A with
Jason Dorsey

IC3 Module 1
Testing

9:00-
9:50 a.m.

10:00-
10:50 a.m.

11:00-
11:50 a.m.

12:00-
12:50 p.m.

1:00-
1:50 p.m.

2:00-
2:50 p.m.

3:00-
3:50 p.m.

4:00-
5:30 p.m.

VTAC 
Committee

Meeting

Basic Blackboard

Blackboard Content System

Microsoft Word 2007 Microsoft PowerPoint 2007

Using Assessment 
in Blackboard

Microsoft Excel 2007

ServSafe Certification

Advanced Blackboard

ICT/STEM Old
and New 

Pilot Sites
Meeting

Digital 
Toolbox

How DECA
Tests Are 

Developed

Bb and
Scholar: Social 

Learning 
Network 
Expands

Inspire 
Students with

Inspiration
Software

Scholastic
Read 180

Test of
Economic
Literacy

CTE Advisory
Committees:

Success
for Your

Classroom 

IC3 Module 2
Testing

ServSafe Testing

The Perfect Storm:
Teaching a New Generation

Vendor 
Reception 
6-8 p.m.

Online
Facilitator
Meeting

IC3 Module 3
Testing



Sponsors of the 2008 MS ACTE Conference
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Mississippi Department of Education
Office of Vocational Education and 

Workforce Development
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/vocational/

Mississippi Department of Education
Tech Prep Office

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/vocational/techprep/

Research and Curriculum Unit
Mississippi State University
http://www.rcu.msstate.edu

Mississippi Assessment Center
Mississippi State University

https://cia.rcu.msstate.edu/assessment/

State Board for Community and Junior Colleges
Office of Workforce, Career, and Technical Education

http://www.sbcjc.cc.ms.us/CareerTechEdu/

Blackboard Learning Systems
Washington, DC

http://www.blackboard.com/

Conference at a Glance
Friday, July 25, 2008

Plenary Breakout Sessions/Closing General Session

Conference Help Desk at Mayo Fieldhouse
7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Room 8:00-8:50 a.m. 9:00-9:50 a.m. 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

REAL Education

So You Want to Be IC3

Certified?

How to Do Well on the
MS-CPAS2

Literature in the CTE Classroom

Response to Intervention (RtI)
in a Nutshell

Basic Blackboard

Advanced Blackboard

Microsoft Word 2007

Blogging: A Tool for Teaching

Cain-Cochran Hall
Hogg Auditorium

Reeves Hall 
Room 165

Cain-Cochran Hall
Room 137

Cain-Cochran Hall 
Room 160

McClendon Library Building
Media Center Lab #3

McClendon Library Building
Media Center Lab #4

Harris Patrick Hall
Room 104-B

Harris Patrick Hall
Room 111-B

Cain-Cochran Hall
Room 153

Cain-Cochran Hall 
Room 147

Cain-Cochran Hall 
Room 159

Closing General Session

CCTODA Postsecondary Meeting

10 Literacy-based 
Strategies for the 

CTE Classroom

Food for the Brain

MS-CPAS2
Item Writing

i-CAT Test

Publishing Research




